THRIVE FARMINGTON
VALLEY: BREAKOUTS

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23-24
Valley Community Baptist Church
590 W Avon Rd, Avon, CT
Hosted by Valley Community Baptist Church

CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING
The Lord promises to bless His people when they live in unity (Psalm
133). However, unity in the body of Christ is severely lacking. One factor
causing this is a lack of understanding between the different cultures that
comprise the church. This session will feature three friends sharing about
their growth in overcoming cultural differences and how the Church can
testify to the power of Christ by moving in a united spirit of love and
compassion in a divided world.
Speakers

Moderator: Pastor Andre Riendeau,
Lead Pastor, Wintonbury Church
Bishop Marichal Monts
The Citadel of Love / Hartford
Bishop Monts is the founding pastor of The Citadel of Love in Hartford, where he
has faithfully served since 1995 and as Conductor of the award winning Wesleyan
University Ebony Singers since 1986. He is the author of “Ordered Steps,” “Just Like
My Father,” and “Mindfully Me: 30 Days to a Life of Peace and Tranquility.”

Pastor Andre Riendeau
Wintonbury Church / Bloomfield
Andre Riendeau has been the Lead Pastor of Wintonbury Church since 2012,
serving as Associate Pastor for 14 years prior. He also founded The Hartford
Project in 2004, a non-profit that unites youth from across Greater Hartford to
share the love and joy of Jesus.

Rev. Esther Gonzalez Torres
Youth Challenge of CT / Hartford
Rev. Esther Gonzalez-Torres, LMSW is the Executive Director of Youth
Challenge of CT, Inc. She is passionate about individuals finding freedom from
alcohol and substance abuse. Rev. Esther is the daughter of the late Bishop Raul
Gonzalez and continues to support the legacy of Youth Challenge International
and Glory Chapel International Cathedral.

DISABILITY MINISTRY: CARING
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES
AFFECTED BY DISABILITY
People with diverse abilities and their families are all around us, and they
are precious to God! How can people with diverse abilities find joy in life
and participate fully in faith communities? How can Christians and
churches welcome and advocate for this important, large population?
How can this important ministry further the Great Commission and
build thriving churches and thriving communities?
Speakers

Moderator: Mary Swank, Leader of the Friendship
Community, Valley Community Baptist Church
Liz Babbit
Ministry Relations Manager / Joni & Friends of New England
Liz lives in Groveland, MA and worships at New Life Community Church in
Georgetown MA where people impacted by disability are enthusiastically
embraced as indispensable members of the body of Christ. Liz has five adorable
grandchildren; the youngest grandson is diagnosed on the autism spectrum.

Brittany Mason
Special Touch Ministry
Brittany has been involved with Special Touch since 2010. She began volunteering
with local Get Away camps and eventually helped start the first CT chapter. She,
along with others, started the Friendship Class at Wintonbury Church for teens
and adults with intellectual disabilities. She also helped Wintonbury become the
first certified disability friendly church in CT through Special Touch Ministry.

Kim Morrison
Co-Founder / BeanZ & Co.
Founder of The New England Pasta Company and co-founder of the inclusive café
and coffee shop, BeanZ & Co., Kim is creating inclusive employment opportunities
for those with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). Kim’s daughter
Megan who has Down syndrome was the inspiration for Kim to partner with longtime friend Noelle Alix in opening BeanZ & Co.—a place where everyone belongs.

FOSTER CARE: MINISTERING
TO FOSTER FAMILIES
The Bible repeatedly speaks about God’s parental love and special care
for orphans. Families who provide foster care and adopt demonstrate
God’s fatherly heart. How can Christians and churches care for foster
children, their families, and the foster care system? How can ministry to
foster families and the foster care system further the Great Commission
and build thriving churches and thriving communities?
Moderator: Sharon Ponzani, Director,
Wheeler Foster Care Services

Speakers
Elyse Blieske

Advocate / The Forgotten Initiative
Elyse started as a volunteer with The Forgotten Initiative for 5 years, doing many
different events, meeting a variety of needs and requests for local foster parents,
children in foster care, social workers, and vulnerable adults. Her heart is to love on
children in care and support those around them. She loves connecting churches to
local agencies so churches can tangibly be the hands, feet and love of Jesus.

Jonathan Reid
Executive Director / Fostering Hope
Jonathan Reid is the founder and executive director of Fostering Hope New England.
Fostering Hope empowers churches and individuals to care for children and families
impacted by foster care with the dream of a day when zero children in foster care are
waiting for a safe, supported family. Jonathan and his wife Virginia have fostered 30
children, including 6 who have joined their “forever” family through adoption.

Alberto and Debbie Rodriguez
Foster Parents
Alberto and Debbie Rodriguez are the proud parents of four adult children. Alberto is a
Family Physician, with Debbie assisting him by managing the business side of the
practice. Their lives radically changed in 2003 when 10 additional children came into
their family, offering an opportunity to discover in a deeper way the heart of God the
Father and His love, when he chose to graft us into his family and make us His children.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING: CHURCH
PARTNERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
Partnership is birthed from and developed within a community. The
body of Christ is called to be a unified body - a unified community.
Partnership is not only essential to anti-human trafficking work, but
to the Christian faith. Christianity is a communal faith and through
this partnership we’re actually doing church together.
Moderator: Charles Galda,
President, Vision New England

Speakers

Annmarie Boulay
Founder & Executive Director / The Underground New England
Annmarie Boulay co-founded The Underground NE, and is also on staff as the
Director of Connecting and Women's Ministries at Wintonbury Church in
Bloomfield, Connecticut. The Underground NE focuses on awareness,
prevention, and direct support to minors and adults through the help of churches.
Annmarie is a lifelong native of Massachusetts and resides in Longmeadow with
her husband of 27 years, Brian. She loves spending time with her family, and enjoys
a full life that includes traveling, motivational speaking, and mentoring leaders.

Mary Speta
Executive Director / Amirah Inc.
Mary Speta is a researcher, educator, speaker, and advocate in the movement to
end commercial sexual exploitation. Mary utilizes her own lived experience of
commercial sexual exploitation as well as her research on domestic sex trafficking
to break down myths and inform policy advocacy efforts. She serves on multiple
legislative advisory committees throughout New England as an anti-trafficking
policy adviser and consultant.

MENTAL ILLNESS & SUBSTANCE ABUSE:
NOT SO SECRET SUFFERING
As we return to church after two years of COVID, we have become more
aware of the mental health issues that often remain hidden in congregations
and among our neighbors. This workshop will discuss the realities of
mental health and substance abuse in our State and the Farmington Valley,
and how we can respond as both individuals and churches.
Speakers

Moderator: Rev. Taylor Albright, Trinity Church
Julienne Giard
Director of the Community Services Division / DMHAS
Ms. Giard is Director of the Community Services Division in the Office of the
Commissioner at the CT Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
(DMHAS). This work includes oversight of most of the Department’s private
non-profit mental health and substance use provider network, the EvidenceBased Practices & Grants Unit, and several initiatives.

Justine Ginsberg
Community Health Coordinator / Farmington Valley Health District
Justine is the Community Health Coordinator for the Farmington Valley Health
District and is responsible for the implementation and program development of
health outreach, training, and evaluation. Justine is the project lead for Resilience
Grows Here, a community that fosters the health and resilience of veterans.

Jessica Sanderson, Phd.
Director of Iniatives / Urban Alliance
Jessica leads Urban Alliance’s community research, strategic planning and
implementation of Urban Alliance initiatives, and develops, delivers, and evaluates
opportunities for organizations in the UA Network to make a long-term impact in
the lives of people in our local community. Jessica holds a doctoral degree from the
University of Connecticut’s Human Development and Family Studies program
and is a licensed marriage and family therapist.

PRACTICAL DISCIPLE-MAKING:
DOING THE GREAT COMMISSION
Jesus told his followers to “make disciples” in Matthew 28, yet most of
us aren’t doing that. Mostly because we don’t know how, since so few
of us were intentionally discipled ourselves! Justin is one of New
England’s disciple making thought leaders and practitioners and will
share his very practical and effective approach to making disciples,
which is described in his book “Bury Your Ordinary.”

Speakers

Moderator: Pastor Clark Pfaff,
Lead Pastor, Valley Brook Community Church
Justin Kendrick
Lead Pastor / Vox Church
Justin Kendrick is the lead pastor of Vox Church, which he founded in
2011 with a group of friends on the doorstep of Yale University. Since
then, Vox has grown to multiple locations across New England. He is the
author of The Sacred Us: A Call to Radical Christian Community and
Bury Your Ordinary: Practical Habits of a Heart Fully Alive and lives
with his wife and their four children in the New Haven area.

SHARING YOUR FAITH: CONTEXT
RELEVANT EVANGELISM

Jesus commissioned us to share the Gospel with others, but how do we
do that in the 21st century? Our speakers will provide us with practical
insights for sharing with people in relevant and practical ways.

Moderator: Pastor Clark Pfaff,
Lead Pastor, Valley Brook Community Church

Speakers

Brett Carlson
President CEO / CAS / CMS
Brett had a five year career with Boeing Commercial Airplane Company.
After five years with Boeing, he founded his advertising company,
Professional Promotions LLC, now based in Manchester, CT. He is a
member of Wintonbury Church in Bloomfield, and served as an Elder for 14
years, Adult Sunday School class teacher for 7 years, and Life Group Leader
for 20 years. He founded a Strategic Intervention Ministry, Audience of
One, which nurtures personal transformation from the inside out.

Mark Woof
Pastor / Valley Community Baptist Church Simsbury
Mark is husband, father, friend, pastor, and coach. He spent his first 15
years in pastoral ministry working with youth. Over the last five, he's led
the Valley Simsbury congregation, piloting various ways to engage with
the lost and share the gospel in the context of a post-Christian culture.

